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SUBJECT: SAHARA: POLISSRIO OPERATIONS IN SOUTHERN MOROCCO 


REE: ALGIERS 1172 

1 . WE RAISED THE POSSIBLE EXISTENCE OE A POLISARIO 

BASE IN SOUTHERN MOROCCO WITH TWO KNOWLEDGEABLE MFA 
OFEICIALS (LOPEZ AGUIRREBENGOA, DIRGEN FOR AFRICA AND 
CONTINENTAL ASIA, AND CAJAL, HIS DEPUTY POR NORTH AFRICA 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST), NOTING ONLY THAT WE HAD HEARD IT 
ASSERTED THERE WAS ONE. BOTH OPFICIALS SAID THE POLISARIO 
CERTAINLY OPERATES IN THE AREA, WITH LOPEZ AGUIRREBENGOA 
ADDING THAT THE MOUNTAINOUS AREA SOUTH-WEST OF GOULIMINE 
WAS NOT ONLY OF DIFFICULT ACCESS BUT WAS POPULATED 
LARGELY BY ETHNIC SAHRAWIS. CAJAL DOUBTED THERE WAS AN 
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ACTUAL BASE THERE, ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT RAN SERIOUS 
RISK OF DISCOVERY AND ELIMINATION. 

2. BOTH OFFICIALS SAID THE POLISARIO INDEED PROVISIONED 
ITSELP PROM THE CANARY ISLANDS, PROBABLY NOT WITH ARMS 
BUT WITH GASOLINE, POOD, ETC., DRAWING ON THE CANARY 
FISHING FLEET AND ON THE PRESENCE IN THOSE ISLANDS OP 
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REPRESENTATIVES OE THE PRO-POLISARIO SPANISH ORGANIZATION 
"FRIENDS OE THE SAHARA". WITH THE CHANGED ATMOSPHERE IN 
THE CANARIES SINCE THE OAU MEETING IN TRIPOLI, HOWEVER, 

THEY THOUGHT SUCH ACTIVITIES HAD PROBABLY DIMINISHED 
CONSIDERABLY. 

3. WHILE POINTING OUT THAT IT WAS ALWAYS DIEEICULT TO 
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THE POLISARIO WAS DOING AND HOW 
SUCCESSEULLY, CAJAL SAID ITS ACTIVITIES APPEARED TO HAVE 
DIMINISHED IN RECENT MONTHS, AND HAD ALSO SHOWN A SHIET 
AWAY EROM THE AREA INVOLVING MAURITANIA AND TOWARD THAT 
OE MOROCCO. EOLLOWING THE SERIOUS REVERSES IT SUFEERED 
AS A RESULT OF FRENCH AIRCRAET OBSERVATION WORK, SAID 
CAIAL, THE POLISARIO WAS PROBABLY STILL IN A PHASE OE 
ANALYSIS AND SELE-CRITICISM. WHERE IT MIGHT COME OUT AS 
A RESULT OF THAT WAS EXTREMELY DIFEICULT TO EORESEE, HE 
ADDED. STABLER 
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